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da» could not justly he made eternally miserable. 
zealously contended that man is in a lost condition, “7 


EXCOMMUNICATION. 
Deo. Movitow Neepuam’s Defence before an Ec- 
lesiastical Councti, ealled by the Church to which 
he belonged, with other particulars rélateng o 
the doings of the Church and Council. 
TO THE READER. 
fr being of importance that our sentiments of the cha- 


racter of our heavenly Father, together with our own | 


-haracters should ¢orrespond with those given in his 
cord, it is rendered necessaty that we read the sacred 
poges with a great degree of candor; tha‘ our minds be 
divested of all prepossessed or traditional ideas as such ; 
and that, to get the trne meaning of it, we peruse the 
-cripture, in its connexion as its own interpreter. But 
ve iind there is a variety of ideas among mankind on 
is subject ; and no wonder, when we realize the influ- 
nee that superstition, tradition and bigotry, have on 
the mind of man. What the principle of our brother 
may be, it is necessary that we understand it, before we 
itiemmpt to judge. And it appears to me, the pubtic are 
iuble to get a wrong impression of my ideas, from the 
result of the council, which is now before them. I am, 
therefore, induced, without further apology, to submit 
the fullowing pages to their impartial and candid inspec- 
tion. M. NEEDHAM. 


Copy of the Allegations presented lo ihe Church against 


Dea. M. Needham. 
Wuitine, Vr. Fen. 27, 1919. 
Brother Danicl Church attended to the second direc- 
tion, given by our Lord in the 18th of Matthew, by tak- 
Yen. Jonas mage tery with him, to lebor with Deac. 
Moulton Needham, but could not convince bim. The 
same day, P. M. _ the church met at the dwelling house 
of Moses Munger, and after opening by solemn inyoca- 
tien, and calling Dea. Hubbard to the chair, Deacon J. 
tiubbard presented to the church an allegation, in the 
words following, viz. This is a complaint brought against 
Dea. M. Needham, for embracing a sentiment, which, 
we think, is not according to the gospel of Christ. 
The first step of labor, taken by Br. Church ; fhe se- 
eond step of labor, taken by Brs. Church and Hubbard. 
JONAS HUBBARD, 
DANIEL CHURCH, 
DEFENCE, 
Men, brethren, and fathers, I think myself happy that 
i am permitted to answer for myself this day, touching 
the things whereof | am accused of my brethren. In 
the first place, I would state that I havé received no 
admonition in respect to my character or travail with 
the church. But some of my brethren and sisters con- 
sider, that I hold the atonement, which Christ made for 
sin, and for which I stand accused or admonished, in a 
point of view too extensive. It has been alleged that | 
extend the idea so far, that Christ is going to save his 
people in their sins, but this is a mistake. 
kave been taken from my conversetion ; 
proceeded from a superstitious idea, 1 


Signed, 


It conld not 
bet must have 
hat, after a certain 





number of wankind are selected, there is no way of) 


salvation fo" the rest, only in their sins; or, at least, 


in some way, independent of the power of God techange | by Jesus Christ for sinners. 
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I crace of God to make the provision, but also to change 


the heart, in order for man to experience salvation.— 
This power and grace, I believed, would be manifested 
on the elect. 

Having my faith thus established, I have met with 
come very serious difficulties, For, at least, when I 
have had any considerable view of the situation of man- 
kind, in a state of enmity, and of the fulness of salva- 
tion,] have been ready, with all my heart,to join with my 
brethren in beseeching God, that he would make bare 
his arm for the salvation of the souls that he had made, 
And even after examination of this petilion, in the 
prayers of my most devout teachers, if] searched in the 
remotest corner of creation, I could find none but what 
were included as subjects of salvation; and, having a 
sympathetic feeling for them, I had no inclination that 
any should be left ont; for Il remembered the wormwood 
and the gall. 
St. Paul, 1 Tim. ii. 1, “Sl exhort, therefore, that first 
of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving 
of thanks, be made for all men;” but when | come to 
read verse &, “I will, therefore, that men pray every 
where, lifting up holy hands, without wrath and doubt- 
ing,” in connexion with many other scriptures, i found 
we ought to draw near to God, witha true heart, in full 
assurance of faith, without wavering; for he is faithful 
that has promised. 

My faith was, that a part of the human family would 
be eternally miserabie ; but my heart-felt desire was, 
ihat God would have mercy upon all, and save them, 
as it is not in the pewer of any to save themselves; and 
I thought we ought to pray ia faith, for whatsoever is 
not of faith is sm. Now when this contradiction ap- 
peared in full view, I was.exceedingly straitened. Be- 
ing called in the providence of God to be an assistant 
leader inthis church, and to improve in public by prayer, 
no doubt, has made my trial more sensible. For I con- 
sider that great responsibility is on leaders of all degrees, 
and that it is important they are in the truth ; for ifthey 
be blind and leaders of the blind, they will both fall in- 
to the ditch. In this house, the time has been, when I 
have attempted to address the throne of grace, that 


when I came to that part of my prayer, in which I should | the knowledge of sin. 


I also tclt justified by the language of 
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save them. He said, no. I then asked him, if God 
had sent him to preach the gospel to that part of man- 
kind. He said, O yes. This gave me no satisfaction. 
' again betook myself to the scriptures, as the only 
standard ; and, my prayer has ever been, that I might 
be divested of all prejudice or prepossession; that | 
might, as it were, step out of myself, as far as possi- 
ble, take a disinterested view of the plan and operation 
of God in creation and redemption, as it ismade known 
in the revelation he has given of himself. I have really 
thought, that if ] were guided by his spirit, | should un- 
derstand him as he meant, for which I have earnestly 
prayed. And as it respects creation, I read in the bible, 
that Christ is the beginning of the creation of God, Rev. 
iit. 14; that we are created in Christ Jesus, Eph. ii. 10, 
even in the image of God. But after the creation of 
man, it is said, the Lord God formed man of the dust of 
the ground, and gave liim the breath of life. This dust 
part cleaves to ifs own clement, and will return to dust 
again. That on which it feeds is no food for the spirit 
or immortal part. Nothing but himself can satisfy this 
created image. But as the ercature was made subject 
to vanity, he presumed to enjoy holiness in eating the 
forbidden fruit. He was carnal, of course Le was sold 
under sin, and died. 

Although the creature was made subject to vanity, it 
was not willingly, but by reason of him who has subject- 
ed the same in hope, Rom. viii. 20. Immediately after 
the fall of man, the glorious promise was made to him, 
that the seed of the woman, or Christ, the hope, should 
bruise the serpent’s head. 

I will now give a few of my ideas on the redemption 
made by Jesus Christ for sinners. 

Though, before | proceed to speak of the atonement, 
I will state, that I-believe mankind in their fallen state, 
are dead in trespaeses and sins, and children of wrath, 
Eph. ii. 1, 3. “There is none that understandet!,, 
there is none that seeketh after God. They are »'! 
gone out of the way, they are together become uny i 
itable ; there is none that doeth good, no not one,”’ &: 
Rom. iii. 11, 12. ‘* By the deeds of the law, no mz. 
shall be justified in the sight of God; for by the law |. 
But the righteousness of Gos . 


extend my desire to that God, whom I viewed unchang- | manifested by faith of Jesus Christ, unto all, and upos 
able in all his purposes and designs, for the salvation of | all them that believe; for there is no difference ; fur all 
all my fellow creatures ; then, not to think, but to know have sinned and come short of the glory of God,”’—- 
that the public well understood, i was devoutly asking Therefore St. Pau! concludes, the idea of men’s boast. 
God to do that which I firmly believed he never would” ing their own good deeds or works, is forever excluded. 
do, the sensations, which I experienced at such times, by the law of faith in the blood of Jesus Christ, and 


have almost sunk me to the floor. 
Another inconsistency has appeared to me in minis- 
ters, In their preaching they state the total depravity | 





that we are justified freely, by the grace of God, thro’ 
the redemption that is in his Son. 
Now in rege ird to the atonement made by Jesus Christ, 


of man, his inability to save himself, and that it is by: ‘I believe, it is the effect of God’s love to fallen man.— 
the almighty power of God, the ‘heart is changed, and , St. John iii. 16, ** For God so loved the werld, that Le 
faith is given unto salvation, Then, in the same ser-' gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in 


mon, they tell, our happimess im : ead world depends 
on our conduct in this. 

These things have led me to inquire and search dili- 
cently into the nature and effect of the atonement, made 
I have talked with many 


their hearts. To be sure, I have fo rmerly conscientious- lon the subject. In conversation with a reputed divine, 
ly believed that the atonenrent was sufficient for all men, | he stated that Christ did not die for any but the elect. 
or that Christ has opened a door for thie salvation of the | At another time he stated, the salvation of the elect 
human family ; and that, some bow, it depended on the | was secured in the atonement Christ made, at the time 
creature to accept, or step in at the door of himself. or’ he made itjand that hedid « very thing that was necessa- 


Yet! 


able to he!p himself; 
the gift of God, it not 


and as faith and repentance are |if they could believe. 
on!y depended on the power and! were possible for God, consistent with ‘his purpozes, to 


ry to be done,for the salvation of the non-elect. All that 


was wanting, was, for them to believe. I asked him, 
He said, no. I asked him, if it 





him should not perish, but have evelasting life? It 
appears evident from this passage, that what Christ did 
for sinners, was a consequence of God's love to them. 
See also ver. 17, ** For God sent not his Son into the 
world to condemn the world ; but that the world thro’ 
him might be saved.” It appears from these texts, that 
the Father’s object in his Son’s coming into the world, 
was the salvation of sinners. Rom. v. 8, * But God 
commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were 
yet sinners, Cnrist died for us.” Here the death of 
Christ is spoken of, as acommendation of God's love to 
us; of course, it is an effect of it. 1 John iv. 9, “*In 


‘this was manifested the love of God foward us, bpneess 
that God cent his only begotten Son into the worl¢, that 
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we might live through him.” Christ’s coming into th« 


world being a manifestation of God's love to us, no} sion. 
doubt, this love existed before he came, so his coming | == 
was the effect of it. Ver, 10, ** Herein is love, not that 
we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son 
to be the propitiation for our sins.”? Ver. 19, ** We 
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UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 








‘}** but he arose again, and ever liveth to make interces- 
TO BE CONTINUED. 








COMMUNICATIONS. 


FOR THE MAGAZINE, 








love him because he first Joved us.’ It appears evi- "ae nu 
dent from these passages last cited, as well as from ma- To the Editor of the Universalist Magazine, 


ny others that might be quoted, that the mediatorial 
work of Christ was the consequence, and not the cause . 
of God's love to us ; even when we were yet sinners. | Ezekiel, and discovering also, that liberty was given for) 


And as God is infinite in all bis attributes, and un-| further inquiry, I beg leave to submit the following : 


changeable, it cannot be supposed, that he can love at 


You say you have no reason to suppose that the res- 


one time, and at another, hate the same object. In-| torations spoken of are to take place in a future world 
stead of God’s being unreconciled to maw, it is man| Now sir, is it not evident that by Sodom, the prophet 
considered under the law, that has become unreconcil-| meant the inhabitants of that corrupt city, who wert 
ed to God, by sin. It, therefore, became necessary,| destroyed by fire from heaven? This appears to be 
that the atonement should be for man; that he might|the fact. For we find her crime described in the con- 
become reconciled to God, experience his love, and be | text : ‘* This was the iniquity of thy sister Sodom, pride, 


happy. 


fulness of bread, and abundance of idleness was in her, 


Christ undertook the work that the Father gave him and committed abominations before me ; therefore I 
to do; which was, as it is said, Matt. xx. 28, ** The took them away.”? Here the crime of which the peo- 
son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to min- ple were guilty, and their destruction, are both alluded 
ister, and togive his life a ransom for many.” St. Paul | t°- Those who committed the abominations, were the 
in L Tim. ii. speaking of Christ as the mediator between | Ones who were taken away, and the same individuals 
(tod and men, says, ** Who gave himself a ransom for who were thus destroyed, are the subjects of this resto- 


all, to be testified in due time,” as an accomplishment 


of the will of God, which is, ** to have all men to be their descendants? Ianswer, they had no descendants. 


saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth.” | Moses inform us they were all destroyed. 
And in Heb. ix. 12—14, the apostle, speaking of the} Sodomite, but a kindred of Abraham. 


Lot was not 
Will you pre- 





priesthood of Christ, says, “ Neither by the blood of | tend that he was speaking of the place, and not of the 
voats and calves, but by his own blood, he entered in| inhabitants 2 1 ask in reply, when did the place com- 
ence into the holy place, having obtained eternal mit iniquity? and when did the Lord take the place a- 


redemption for us. 


For if the blood of bulls and way? Have we any evidence that the sodl will be re- 


of goats, and the ashes of an heifer, sprinkling the un- stored, and that the Lord will be pacified towards it? 


clean, sanctifieth to the purifying of the flesh ; how 


Now if Ezekiel was of these ancient Sodemites, as 


much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the | #PP&4! plain from the context, the restoration in ques- 


efernal spirit, offered himself without spot to God, purge 


tion must take place beyond the grave. For the re- 


your conscience from dead works, to serve the living storation was future in the prephet’s day, though he 
God? Ver. 26, ** But now once in the end of the flourished long after the overthrow of Sodom. 


world, hath he appeared, to put away sin by the sacri- 


The return of Sodom was prior to that of Jerusalem ; 


fice of himself.”? St. John saith of Jesus, “* Behold the consequently this must take place in a future state also. 


Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world,” 


That the restoration of Sodom had not taken place in 


i. 29, Again iv. 42, “ For we have heard him ourselves | °Ur Saviour’s day, may be seen from his own testimony. 
«nd know that this is indeed the Christ the Saviour of | He s#35 it shall be more tolerable for Sodom than for 
the world.”® vi. 32, “For the bread of God is he| ‘ie Jews of his day, atthe judgment, which was then 
which cometh down from heaven, and giveth life unto | ‘ture: 


the world.” Ver. 51, “Pam the living bread which 


But you think this must take place in this world, be- 


came down from heaven. If any man eat°of this bread | C2Us¢ they are to return to their former estate. What 
i.e shall five forever ; and the bread that I will give is! 4S their former estate? Favour with God. And can- 
my flesh, which Iwill give for the life of the world,” — | 8Ot men possess this in the future world? If not, all 
And wii. 47, ** And if any man hear my words, and be- will utterly petish. It is not expected that they will 
‘jeve not, I judge him not ; for I came not to judge the | Teturm to @ state perfectly im every respect, to their 
work, but to save the world.” Rom. v. 10, “For if, former situation. ‘This you cannot admit, if the event 
when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by is accomplished in this state of being. Therefore your 
the death of bis Son ; much more, being reconciled, we | 2*s"ment falls. If 1 amiu error please to set me right. 


shali be saved by his life.” 2 Cor. y, 18,“ And all 
things are of God, who hath reconciled us to himself by 
Jesus Christ, and hath given to us the ministry of re- 
conciliation ; to wit,that God was in Christ,reconciling 
the world unto himself, not imputing their trespasses we 
unto them; and hath committed unto us the word of 
reconciliation.” Ver. 21, ‘For he hath made him to 
be sin for us who knew no sin, that we might be made 


the righteousness of God to him.” 


Now it is evident from these scriptures, (and there 
might be a multitude quoted to the same point,) that 
Christ’s errand into the world, was to save the world - 


to be the life of the world ; and, as St. Paul said, ‘* 


earth, was committed unto him. 


Affectionately your's, DAMON. 
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FOR THE MAGAZINE, 


How amiable are thy tabernacles O Lord!” 


Wiru what joy, consolation and comfor: must every 
true friend to God and man tread the sanctuaries of 
the Most High! Here he can bow before his Maker *» 
love and fellowship; and, praying for the assistance of 
God’s spirit to direct, can worship bis ** Father i 
heaven” with religious adoration, He can approach 








to | the divine Being as one whom he need not fear, from 
gave sinners, of whom I am chief.”.—j Tim j. 15. If 


he did the work, he came to do, and certainly his pow- 
er was adequate, he must accomplish this great work 
of salvation. For it is said that all; both in heaven and 


whom he can expect every blessing, and as one whose 
friendship is immutable and eternal. With the eye of 
faith, he can look forward to that glorious time, when 
every knee shail bow, and every tongue confess ; when 


yes He, indeed, said that | death shall be swallowed up in victory ; when pain, 
he had finished the work, that the Father gave him to 


do, John xvii. 4. Chap. xix. ver. 30, “* When Jesus 
“therefore, had received the vinegar, he said, “ It is fis. 


and sickness, atid toil will be o’er; when tears shall be 
wiped from all faces; receiving comfort from the re- 
flection, that ** As in Adam all die, even s0 in Christ 





Sshed ; and bowed his head, and gave vp the ghost :” | shall all be made alive.”?> Buttow reverse the jdea. 


Havine noticed in the 32d No. of your interesting | earthy, Thou mayest serve for a little time to fright 


. ont eos echanter of) «1 °1 
paper, some brief observations upon the xvi. chapter o! (children, and amuse unwise; but thy Bttrention 
« 


ration. Will you say that the prophet was speaking of 





Suppose the preacher spend his time in anathematizing 
his hearers, representing God as a wrathful, Jealous, re- 
vengetul Being, who will cause a part of his creatures 
to be eternally miserable, who has elected a part to 
glory, and the rest to endless damnation, can the true 
lover ef God hear this with pleasure? will this make the 
itabernacles of the Lord amiable? O Calvinism, child 
of auisanthrophy, man has created thee ; thy origin 
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Tue following is extracted from a Funeral Sernon 
delivered ia December last, by Rev. Oris Tnompson, 
pastor of the Congrégational Church in Rehoboth, Macs. 
Text, Heb. x. 31; “dt isa fearful thing to fall iis 
the hands of the living Ged.” by 

‘* The apostle plainly has reference to tie 
future state and to the condition of such as 
hereafter become the subjects of the punisi- 
ing justice of God. To fall into the hands of 
the living God, is to leave the world ina siate 
of impenitence and unbelief, without holines: 
without pardon, without any good hope of me: 
cy, and to sink down into the abyss of desps 
and torment, under the wrath and curse of 4). 
mighty God.”’ 

1. * To fall into the hands of the fiving Coc, 
is to be ina state of complete despair. While 
there is life there is hope, both as it respeci- 
this world and the world to come. Every on. 
wo has not sinned the sin unto death, enioys 4 
day of grace, as long as he lives. Bat at the 
moment of death, the door of mercy is shut a- 
gainst the impenitent, forever. They will nov- 
er, again, hear the invitations of the Gospel 
they will never receive an offer of pardon : 
they will never, again be warned to flee from 
the wrath to come. They will! know that theic 
state is fixed forever. They will hear theic 
inflexible Sovereign say, * He that is unjust, 
let him be unjust still.’ They will see the 
** great gulph” which yawns between them and 
the Blessed, and renders it impossible to pass 
from the one tothe other. ‘They will know, 
for.certainty that nothing remains for them but 
* a fearful looking for of judgment and fiery in- 
dignation whiclrshall devour the adversaries”’ 
of God. 

2. It isa fearful thing to fall into the hands 
of the living God, because, to them who are in 
this wretched. condition, the Divine Presence 
isvery dreadful. They are ever in the imme- 
diate presence of God. They are constrained 
to see Him as He is, in aH the majesty of his 
power, in all'the sovereignty of hes will, in all 
the glory of his Grace, and in all the terror of 
his Justice. In his countenance they behold 
no expression of complacency and mercy to- 
wards themselves ; but * indignation and wrath.” 
And, while they thus behold Him, their hearts. 
rise against him, in impotent enmity and malice. 
His presence will-forever be to them like “a 
consuming fire.” 

3. lt is a fearfyl thing to fall into the hands 
of the living God, because, upon those who fall 
in his hands God will “show his wrath and 
make his power known.” Here, He endured 
them with much long suffering ; bat there, ** He 
that formed them, will show them no favour.” 
He will give them according to their deeds, 
and according to the wickedness of their en- 
deavours. [le remembers all their sins, and 





will render to them exactly according to their 
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deeds. He will inflict npon them as greatade-| 
gree of pain, as their multiplied and agora | 
vated sinsdeserves. [t is an evil and bitter) 
thing to sin against God: and who knows the | 
power of his anger, when he undertakes to re-| 
ward evil doers, and to take vengeance on his| 
enemies? 

4. It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands; 
of the living God, because the punishment of! 
those who fall into his hands, will never have aa| 
end. It is nota disciplinary, but a vindictive 
punishment. { is designed, not toshow the | 
mercy, but the wrath of God; not to reform ike 
victinns of it, but to vindicate the Divine Liw,! 
Character and Government; not to promoie 
the good of the punished, but the glory ot God, 
aud the good of the universe. They who die 
in their sins, shall never see life; but the wrath 
oi God abideth on them forever. They will 
not be annihilated, but “ punished with ever- 
lusting destraction from the presence of the 
Lord, and from the glory of his power.” The 
presence and power of God will be the source 
or cause of their endless torture.” 


Our principal object in presenting our readers with 
these passages from this Sermon, and in offering some 
remarks on them is, to call up the question, which sel- 
dom, if ever, occurs to people in general, when such 
sentiments are held forth, viz.—How does the preacher 
know that what he asserts is true? 

1. ‘* The apostle plainly has refernce to the futare 
atate and condition of such as hereafter become the sub- 


WONDER! UL. 
his wrath! It is our humble opinion, that what this Saurm, Fee. 11, 1821. 
preacher calls the ** wrath and curse of Almighty God,” | xan Srrn,—Though a stranger, | hope I may be al- 
is, in reality, nothing but the wrath and curse of ortho- | Jowed to make an inquiry concerning a report, which if 
doxy- true will be as wonderful, as it now seems idlJe and ri- 
_ 3. “ But at the moment of death, the door of merey|diculous. It has been currently reported in this town 
is shut against the impenitent forever.” to day, that a certain young man belonging to your so- 
How does the preacher know this? Is this a subject | ciety (whose name I have not been able to learn) was 
of such a peculiar nature, that all the inspired writers) taken ill last week and died; that a little before his 
should cuutiously avoid touching it, so that it might be} death you visited him and endeavoured to quiet bis 
lcft to be decided by our Calvinistic preachers? And {troubled soul, in speaking of the certainty of salvation ; 
are we bound to believe what they say about it, even|that after returning home ond having retired to rest, 
without their informing us how they know? If these} you dreamed three times successively the same night, 
preachers had not told us that God is not equally mer- | that you saw this young mau in heii, and that the dreams 
ciful to men after death as before, how should we know | caused such distress in your mind, that you left the bed 
that he is not? But it is our privilege, and it is our du-| of repose to go and visit the young man again ; but alas, 
ty to ask them, how they know, that God, who loves} when you arrived there he was dead! It is said that 
stoners in this world, hates them in the next? And if} the dream occasioned great disquietude of mind, and 
they will not answer, if they cannot answer, then sure-} that you were so much staggered in the faith, as to de- 
ly it is not uncivil for-us to inform them, that we shall] cline preaching to your people last sabbath s and what 
give no credit to their unreasonable testimony. is still more wonderful, that it has caused you to re- 
nounce all the scheme of doctrine which you have so 
long and zealously advocated, and produced an entirc 


will not allow the least mercy to mingle in the cup of 


¥ 


4. ** They will never, again, hear the invitations of 
the gospel,”’ &c. 

Here let us keep to the question, how does the prea- | CONVERSION to Calvinism! | 
cher know? Let us reason a little on the subject. Is If you know of any thing that may have given rise to 
the sinner a greater sinner in one moment after death, | this report, you will very much gratify my curiosity to 
let me hear from you on the subject, and your debtor } 
Very respectfully, 

J—— SS. G—. 


than a moment before? This is not even pretended.— 
Why then may he not be treated as kindly after death shall ever be. 
as before? Qn his 1tth page, the preacher recites the 
foliowing : Rey. Hosea BALLov, ; 
P.S. For several years I have been disposed to think 


** Life is the hour that God has given 
I eam favourably of the doctrine which you have so Jong ad- 


To ‘scape from hell, and fly to heaven.” 





jects of the punishing justice of God.” 

How does the preacher know this? It is certain 
that the apostle has used no word which in the least in- 
dicates what the preacher here asserts. How then does 
he know that the apostle had reference to the future 
state? 

2. **To fall into. the hands-of the living God, is to 
leave the world in a state of impenitence and unbeliet, 
without holiness, without pardon, without any good hope 
of mercy, and to sink down into the abyss of despair 
and torment, under the. wrath and curse of Almighty 
God.” 

How does the preacher know that this is true? It is 
certain that neither Paul, the author of the text, nor a- 
ny of the inspired writers have ever given any intima- 
tion of this, which the preacher here asserts. How then: 
does he know it? ‘That we may know and realize the 
sense of scripture on the subject of falling in the hands 
of God, we may notice the following: See 2 Sam. xxiv. 
10—15; ** And David's heart smote him after that he 
had numbered the people. And David said unto the 
Lord, | have sinned greatly in that I have done; and 
now, | beseech thee, O Lord, take away the iniquity of 
thy servant; for | have done very foolishly. For when 
David was up in the morning, the word of the Lord 
came unto the prophet Gad, David's seer, saying, Go 
and say unto David, thus saith the Lord, I offer thee 
three things ; choose thee one of them, that I may do it 
unto thee. So Gad came to,David, and told him, and 
said unto him, shall seven years of famine come unto 
thee in thy land? or wilt thou flee three months before 
thine enemies, while they pursue thee? or that there 
be three days pestilence in thy land? Now advise, and 
see what ansvver I shall return to him that sent me. And 
David said unto Gad, | am in a great strait; let us fall 
now into the hand of the Lord, (for his mercies are 
great,) and Jet me not fajlinto the hand of man. So 
the Lord sent a pestilence upon Israe}, from the morn- 
ing even to the time appointed ; and there died of the 
people, from Dan to Beersheba, seventy thousand men.” 
Here it is evident, that David was iu a great strait ; he 
of God, but he dreaded the severi- 


. 


dreaded the severity 
ty of man more; he was sensible that God bad no ven- 
geance that was not accompanied with mercy, but he 
well knew that the vengeance of man was unmerciful. 
We see as much as this in this preacher’s sermon. He 


Te » & h ; z vocated, and have read your writings with no small de- 
i We ank Sow Se preacher knows this, he will tell! cree of pleasure, which makes me the more anxious to 
us that Dr. Watt’ssaidso. But if we ask him if the bi-| hear from you, respecting your meraculous conversio”. 
lle says any thing like it, if he has read the bible, he | which many have so triumphantly spoken of to-day. 
° : . Cc ‘ 
must answer in the negative. J.8. G. 
5. ‘To them, who are in this wretched condition,| THE foregoing letter seems to indicate that the story, 
the divine presence is very dreadful. They are ever in} which was circulated in the State of Vermont a year a- 
the immediate presence of God. They are constrained go, a statement of which was inserted in the Magazine 


to sec him as he is, in all the majesty of his power, in : i 
ae ak ee ee - Bevid il @ age 175, has be onily reviy- 
all the sovereignty of his will, in all the glory of his of April 29th, vol. i. page 175, has been recently 


grace, and in all the terrors of his justice.” ed in Salem, Mass. 


The editor once more informs his friends that he is 
knowing to no circumstance which could give rise to 
the report of this dream, &c.. And he greatly pities 
those, who frame such reports, with a view to fill weak 
mids with horror, the better to carry on a system of 
religious hypocricy & unreasonable fanaticism. Itseems 

6. “It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the | ®lmort useless to attempt to reason with. such people, 
living God, because the punishment of those who fali| Yet it may be proper to say to them, that the editor 
into bis. hands, will never have an end. It is not a dis-} never dreamed himself into the doctrine of God’s uni- 
cipinary, but a tindictive punishment. It is designed, | versal goodness, and impartial salvation of the human 
wot to maou: he Aen nee ie seanth af God; not to family, and therefore it is not likely he will dream him- 
reform the victims of it, but to vindicate the divine law, oil out fi He is. b Pate ae nade thet 
character and government; not to promote the good of sabre oe pricks Perris men Setar ane . 
the punished, but the glory of God, and the good of the dreams are of sufficient validity to set aside the testimo- 

ny of divine inspiration, nor yet the benevolent indica- 


universe.” 
tions of God’s goodness in his universal providence. 


How does the preacher know all this? We have no 
such information in the scriptures. Jesus said; “ This 
is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true 
God, and Jesus Christ, whem thou has sent..,—St. John 
xvii. 3. But what the preacher here asserts is the exact 
reverse of the testimony of the Saviour. 


Here the preacher asserts, that this punishment is not 
designed to show the mercy of God, and yet he had just 
said, as before quoted, that these miserable wretches 
would be constrained to see God “as he is, in all the 
majesty of his power, in all the sovereignty of his will, 
in all the glory of his grace,” &c. But let us keep to 
our question ; how does the preacher know all this to 
be true? If we should see a father punitha child in an 
unmerciful manner, and if this father should tell us that 
= —— tie “ ping ent a «4 to reclaim it Lincoln, jr. mer. to Miss Sarah Webb. 
rom disobedience, t at he did not wis to benefit the By Rev. Dr. Chabning, Capt. Thomas Burclay, of 
child by this punishment, but that he punished the child | «pe Royal Navy, to Miss Caatharine Channing, caugh- 
for his own glory and the good of his family, should we | ter of Walter Channing, Esq. 
feel satisfied? No, we should not. Nor do we feel} At Malden, Capt. George Winslow, of Boston, to Miss 
satisfied with the character which this. preacher has at- | Plizabeth Reed, of Malden. 
tributed te our Father in heaven. pare 


DIED, . 

In this town, James Prince, Esq. U. 8. Marshal for 
Massachusetts district. —Miss Hebzibah Lakin, aged 17, 
—Miss Jewima Farr, 58,--Miss Luey L. Aylwin, 

In Roxbury, Mr. Nathaniel Corrier, aged 36. 

At Burlington, Mr, Moses B. Walker, of Charlestown, 
aged 33. 


Erratum. 
In the communication of ** W,” in our Jast, Ist col- 
umn, 2d page, 24th line from the bottom for ** strang- 
ly”? read strongly. 








MARRIED, 
In this town, by Rev. Mr. Parkman, Mr. Hawkes 


See 1 eed 





To Correspondenis. 
Letter to Rev. Moses Stuurt in continuaticn, is re- 
ceived, but having commenced a lengthy article on our 
first page, we ure under the necessity of deferring its 








publication for a week. or two. 





UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 








POETS’ CORNER. 
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FOR THE MAGAZINE. 
“GOD IS LOVE.” 
THAT ancient servant of the Lord, 
Who was inspired to preach his word, 
By inspiration from above, 
Declar’d to us that “‘ Gop 1s Love.” 
All things which strike our wond’ring eye 
To the same truth co testify : 
Wisdom, the love of God displays, 
In all her works, in all her ways. 


Now let us go to those who preach, 
And wand’ring mortals strive to teach, 
Survey their writings and behold 
How they the love of God unfold. 
And first to Calvin; he’s the man 
Who preach’d predestination’s plan, 
Sent part to heav’n, in bliss to dwell, 
And ail the rest to burn in hell. 
Come, brother Calvin, you contend 
‘That God Almighty is a friend 

Only to part of Adam’s race, 
‘Who are alone the heirs of grace. 
And you have also often stated, 

That man was, ere he was created, 
To heav’n or hell predestinated. 
Now, did you e’er your system prove 
By stating that this ‘* Gop rs nove’’? 
No: neither can you ; for this evil 
Originated in the devil. 

Will you contend that God did know 
That man would suffer endless woe, 
And still did give the creature birth 
And put him here upon the earth? 
Yes. And, fy brother, wil] you say, 
That this unhappy castaway 

Can say, in truth, from feeling prove, 
That unto him our “* God is leve” ? 
Now, if for this you do contend, 
_ You'll very much oblize your friend, 
To paint a character much worse 
Than that which you have shown to us. 


if this be LovE, me HATRED give ; 
Live—live forever, HATRED, live. 
Well, now to you, who do contend, 
That God was unto all a friend, 
But must, because old Adam fell, 

In justice, sexd our souls to hell ; 

1 say will you your system prove 
By saying that your ** God is love”? 
No, you cannot, for he did know 
Whether in happiness or woe 

This mortal creature man would live ; 
Therefore, he’d not existence give, 
if erring man for ein would be 


Alive to endless misery. Ww. 


~S +o 
FOR THE MAGAZINE. 


THE MILLENNIUM. 
O TELL me when, prophetic muse, 
When shall we have redress, 
When will the gospel rays diffuse 
Through ev'ry dark recess ; 
When will the night, and clouds abate, 
And when the morn appear, 
When Christ illumes this dark estate, 
And sways his sceptre here ? 


Do not we see th’ Millennial dawn, 
Begin to break the night; 

With new effulgence, like the morn. 

{t streaks with heav’nly light ; 
Some glancing rays has reach’d our eyes, 
It spreads from east to west, 

We feel its pow’rful influ’nce tise, 

Tt kindles in our breast. 





It melts all separating walls, 

Fach parting cloud retires, 

Envy and wrath before it tails, 

And tyranny expires ; 

It spreads effusions through tlhe soul, 
Which run to man so free, 

She casts her arms around the whole, 
Cry’s brethren come and see. 


O may that glorious sun arise, 

With balms beneath his wings, 

With consolation in his eyes, 

From whence salvation springs; 

With brighter rays, more glorious beams, 

Than e’er our world possest ; 

When joy like springs, and peace like streams, 
Will flow into each breast, 


When lofty kings shall cast their crowns, 

And slaves shake off their chains, 

Like brethren meet, where love abounds, 

And peace forever reigns : 

When parting reils ate fled away, 

Mankind like brothers dear, 

With melting hearts salute the day, 

And see the happy year. A.B. 
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FOR THE MAGAZINE. 
werewe 


HARPS ON THE WILLOWS, 
WIIEN godly sorrow swells my breast 
Because our Zion is opprest, 

It calls to mind the former days, 
When they repeated songs of praise, 
Who captivate the sinner’s heart, 
With slavish fear and human art, 
While oft neglected or unstrung, 
Our harps were on the willows bung. 


Our daughters then of Zion were, 
Some lonely pilgrims here and there, 
Surrounded by self-righteous foes, 
Whose faith denounced endless woes, 
On every soul that dar’d embrace 

The doctrine of impartial grace, 

While aongs of praise were seldom sung, 
For oft our harps on willows hung, 


But now behold the changing scene, 
What goodly numbers now convene 
To hear the word of truth and grace, 
That saves from sin the human race ; 
*These tidings of great joy inspire 

The aged now to sound their lyre, 

The middle aged and the young 

Where once our harps on willows hung. 


From our opposers still we feel 

Effects of superstitious zeal ; 

Yet notwithstanding all their wiles, 

Our gracious God propitious smiles, 

To bless our labours and increase 

The kingdom of the Prince of Peace, 

Whose praise is now in concert sung 

Where once our harps on willows hung. 

eer 

' PROM THE (N.Y¥.) GOSPEL HERALD. 
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Extract from Wesley's Notes on the NewTeslament. 
1 Cor, xv. 47. 

*¢ Christ was not the second man in order of time ; but 
in this respect. That as Adam was a public person, 
who acted in the stead of all mankind, so was Christ. As 
Adam was the first general representtaive of men, Christ 
was the second and the last. And what they severally 


did, terminated not in themselves, but affected all whom 
they represented.” 

In his Sermon, vol. i. on the mystery of iniquity, 2 
Thes. ii: ‘7. ** And have we not farther ground for thank- 
fuulness, yea, and strong consolation, in the blessed hope 
which God hath given us, that the time is at hand, when 
righteousness shall be as universal, as unrighteousuess is 


,now? Allowing that the whole crealion now groaneth 
| (oge/her under the sin of man, our comfort is, it will not 
always groan! God will arise and maintain his own 
cause. And the whole creation shall then be delivered, 
both from moral and natural corruption. Sin, and its 
| consequence, pain, shall be no more—holiness and hap- 
| piness ghall cover the earth. ‘Lhen shallall ends of the 
world see the salvation of God. And the whole race of 
; mankind shall know, and love and serve God, and reign 
| with him FOR EVER AND EVER!” 

In his sermons vol. ii. the end of Christ's coming is 
considered, 1 John. v. 8. ** But the most glorious of 
all will be the change which then will take place on the 
oor, sinful, meserable children of men. These had fal- 
en in manyrespects as from a great height,so into a lower 
depth than any other port of the creation. But they 
shall bear a great voice out of heaven, saying, Behola, 
the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell 
with them ; and they shall be his people, and God him- 
self shall be their God. Rev. xxi. 3, 4. Hence will a- 
rise an unmixt state of holiness and happiness, far sup- 
erior to that which Adam enjoyed in paradise. In how 
beautiful a manner is this described by the apostic | 
God shall wipe away alltears from their eyes; and there 
shallbe no more death, neither sorrow norcrying. Nei- 
ther shall there be any more pain ; for the former things 
are done away. Asthere will be no more pain, or sick- 
ess preparatory thereto,—as there will be no more griev- 
ing for, or parting with friends, so there will be no more 
sorrow or crying. Nay, but there will be nu more sin / 
And to crown all, there will be a deep, an intimate, an 
uninterrupted union with God. A constant communion 
with the Father, and his Son Jesus Christ, throug! the 
Spirit; a continual enjoyment of the three,—One God. 

and of ail the erealures in him!” 


Number of Religious Socielies in Massachuseils. 





Congregational . . - - . - 32 
Baptists - - ° - . o ° 153 
Methodists - - - - - ° « 67 
| Friends e » ‘ e “ - = SY 
Episcopelians : - - - - - Qo 
Universalists - - - - - ~ 23 
Presbyterians - - - - - - 10 
| Romau Catholic - - - - ° ° i 
Freewill Baptists - - - - - - (5 
} Sandemanian . - - - - - i 
| Shakers - ° ° ° a . m 4 
Swedenborgian - . “ ° . “ 1 


Christian Watchman. 











FOR SALE AT THIS OFFICE, 
A SERMON, delivered at the Dedication of 


the Universalist Meeting House in Roxbury, Jan.,4th, 
1821, by Hosea Batzov, of Poston,—Text, Malachi 
iii. 10; ** Bring ye all the tithes into the store-house, 
that there may be meal in mine house, and prove me 
now herewith, sarth the Lord of hosts, if I wall not 
open you the windows of hearen, and pour you oula 
blessing, that there shall not be room enough to recetve 
at.” 

A SERMON, delivered before the Universal- 
ist Society in Stoughton, Mass. May 29,1520.—By Rev. 
JosHuA FLAGG, ministering at Scituate. 


The Trial; Calvin and Hopkins vs. the Bible 


and Common Sense.—Price 25 cents. 


A SERMON, delivered at the Dedication of 
the new brick Meeting House in Milford, Jan. 10, 1821, 
by Hosea Ballou, of Boston---Text, Isaiah itv 3. 


A Series of Letters in defence of Divine Rev- 
elation, in reply to the Rev. Abner Knceland’s serious 
inquiry into the authentitity of the same.—By Hosrka 
BALLovw, pastor of the 24 Universalist Church and So- 
ciety in Boston. To which is adccd, a Religious Con- 
troversy between the Rev. De Buckmineter, and the 
Rev. Joseph Walton, pastors of Congregational Chur- 
ches in Portsmouth, N. H. and the Rev. H. Batnou. 

REVIEW ofa Sermon, delivered at Stoughton, 
f August 20, 1820, by the Rev. Ebenezer Gay, be- 
ing desigued to refute the doctrine of Universal Saira- 
‘ton; more particularly a Sermon delivered in Stough- 
ton in June last, by the Rey. Joshoa Flage, of Scituate. 
By Richarp Carriavk, pastor of the ** First Univer- 
salist Society in Attleborough.” 





—— —— ee ee -_— ee ee ee el 


PRINTING OF ALL KINDS, 











EKEC@STED AT THIS OFFICE AT SHORT NOTICE: 








nearer en 


EE a Et IO? 


__—— i ——_©«<«»," —————— 


